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Maine State Chamber and business leaders  
emphasize need for regulatory reform 

 
 
 On Wednesday, February 9, the Maine State Chamber of Commerce hosted a press conference to outline its 

position on changes to the rules and regulations that businesses feel are impeding economic growth and job 

creation in our state.  

 Since mid-December 2010, more than 20 “Red Tape Audit” meetings have been hosted by 30 local/regional 

chambers of commerce across the state. The voices of approximately 1,000 business leaders from a cross-section 

of regions and sectors contributed suggestions for regulatory reform at these brainstorming sessions.  

 “To our chamber partners who hosted and promoted these listening sessions, we thank you for your efforts to 

reach the employers of Maine,” said Dana Connors, president of the Maine State Chamber of Commerce.  “To 

the many business, large and small, that took critical time out of their day to attend these meetings and voice their 

concerns, we thank you!” 

 Recently, the issue of regulatory reform has gained importance in other states and at the federal level. Here in 

Maine, a July 2010 report undertaken by the Maine State Chamber and the Maine Development Foundation, 

released as Making Maine Work: Critical Investments for the Maine Economy, ranked regulatory reform in the 

top three issues needing attention this session from the Governor and Legislature.   

 But at the same time those same 1,100 businesses surveyed for Making Maine Work also emphasized the 

value of Maine’s natural resources and its natural beauty (ranked second in list of supports/assets to economic 

growth in Maine).  “The good news for Maine is that, when exploring the influence of various issues on a 
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company’s investment decisions, ‘Recreational Resources and Natural Features’ were obviously important,” 

continued Connors.  “The bad news, however, is that ‘State Regulations’ ranked in the top three in negative 

impact, just below costs of health insurance and energy, and just before taxation.” 

 “This is not about choosing between economy and environment. This is about choosing both the economy 

and the environment. It’s about finding balance. We can protect our environment, while

 The burden of regulations has a long history in Maine and creates much insecurity about the prospects of 

investing resources, expanding companies, and creating jobs. “Other states are looking at this issue. The federal 

government is as well,” Connors noted.  “If Maine doesn’t act now, we will continue to lag behind the nation in 

our competitiveness.” 

 we build an economy 

that encourages job creation and opportunities for Maine people.”  

 “The Maine State Chamber stands ready to work with legislators, administrators and the various stakeholders 

as we move this issue forward,” concluded Connors.  “We have to set aside the rhetoric on this issue in order to 

do what is right for Maine people. We can work together; we must work together.” 

### 
 
 

The following business leaders spoke at the press conference  
and are available to the media for follow-up interviews: 

1. Derek Volk: Vice President of Sales, Volk Packaging Corporation, Biddeford 
 (207) 571-5511; dsvolk@volkboxes.com 

2. Bruce Wagner: President, Traverse CEO, LLC, North Yarmouth (207) 809-9541 
(former CEO of Barber Foods, Portland) bewagner@traverseceo.com 

3. Mark Hall: Vice President of Development, Sunday River/Sugarloaf, Newry  
(& SkiMaine Association) (207) 824-5371; mobile (207) 332-9689; mhall@sundayriver.com 

4. Peter Daigle: LaFayette Hotels (207) 745-2084 

5. Bill Cohen: Verso Paper, Bucksport  mobile (207) 557-9190; william.cohen@versopaper.com 
 
 
 

 The Maine State Chamber of Commerce represents a diverse network of 5,000 businesses statewide and advocates on behalf of their 
interests before the Legislature and regulatory agencies and through conferences, seminars, and affiliated programs. Through its OneVoice 
program, the Maine State Chamber represents thousands of businesses with fewer than 10 employees. Its Grassroots Action Network works 
to involve members and their employees in the legislative process through outreach campaigns. 

About the Maine State Chamber of Commerce: 

 For more information, please contact Melanie Baillargeon, director of communications, by calling (207) 623-4568, ext. 20, or 
emailing melanieb@mainechamber.org. 
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