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Maine State Chamber launches small business initiative 
 

Comprehensive web portal provides resources for Maine’s entrepreneurs 
 
 
 

AUGUSTA, ME – On Monday, March 21, 2011, the Maine State Chamber launched an innovative and unique website 

targeted to serve the specialized needs of Maine’s small business community.  The Maine Corner Store portal, located 

at www.MaineCornerStore.org, provides a gathering place reminiscent of local corner stores, albeit in a modern 

medium.  Maine’s smallest businesses and entrepreneurs are now able to access timely information and discuss 

applicable topics—tailored specifically to their unique needs.   

 “The contribution of these businesses to our state is the foundation of our economy,” said Dana Connors, president of 

the Maine State Chamber of Commerce.  “The creation of the Maine Corner Store also recognizes the unique challenges 

entrepreneurs and micro-businesses face each day.” 

 Small companies do business far beyond their hometown or Maine boundaries. They are affected by laws, rules, 

regulations, and trends from Augusta, Washington, and beyond. For the first time, the Maine Corner Store brings a 

common-sense perspective on some of these critical issues in an online venue.  The key “departments” found at 

www.mainecornerstore.org are: 

 Policy Blogs by the Maine State Chamber’s advocacy team of experts, and what they are doing to represent small 

business interests at the Statehouse; 
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 HR Blogs by representatives from the Maine State Council of the Society for Human Resource Management 

(SHRM), which works to advance HR professionalism and serve its practitioners through seven chapters statewide 

and the Diversity Hiring Coalition; 

 Profiles of small business case studies, as well as the programs and services of the Maine State Chamber of 

Commerce;  

 Links to Partners and Resources designed to assist and promote the interests of small businesses; and, 

 A Member Forum where you can swap stories, share tips, and ask questions of your fellow entrepreneurs. 

 

 “I really can’t tell you how excited we are to be launching this effort to assist small businesses here in Maine, said 

Connors. “We invite small businesses from all over Maine to gather at www.mainecornerstore.org to learn from each 

other, talk with business experts, and find ways to overcome and become educated on the legislative policies issues that 

should concern you,” Connors continued.  “Our site allows Maine’s small business community to access information and 

to network in a format that is easy and convenient to the time and staff demands that operating a small business presents.  

It is an exciting endeavor, and the Maine State Chamber is pleased to be able to provide it free of charge.” 

### 

 
 

 The Maine State Chamber of Commerce represents a diverse network of 5,000 businesses statewide and advocates on behalf of their 
interests before the Legislature and regulatory agencies and through conferences, seminars, and affiliated programs. Through its OneVoice 
program, the Maine State Chamber represents thousands of businesses with fewer than 10 employees. Its Grassroots Action Network works 
to involve members and their employees in the legislative process through outreach campaigns. 

About the Maine State Chamber of Commerce: 

 For more information about the Maine Corner Store, please contact Melanie Baillargeon, director of communications, by calling (207) 
623-4568, ext. 20, or emailing melanieb@mainechamber.org. 
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